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August 26, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

Navi S. Dhillon, Esq.

Winston P. Stromberg, Esq.

Paul Hastings LLP

101 California Street, Forty-Eighth Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
navidhillon@paulhastings.com
winstonstromberg@paulhastings.com

Re:  City of Newport Beach et al. v. Newport Beach Stewardship Association, et al.
Orange County Superior Court Case No. 30-2026-01559183-CU-JR-NJC

Dear Mr. Dhillon and Mr. Stromberg:

I am writing on behalf of the Orange County Registrar of Voters. We are in receipt of the
copy of the ex parte application that your firm transmitted in the above-referenced matter. As
you are aware, the Registrar of Voters (“Registrar”) is not a party to this litigation. The Registrar
takes no position on (1) whether the City of Newport Beach is required to conduct an election on
November 3, 2026 for the measures for which it had scheduled an election in November 2028, or
(2) whether the City is capable of independently conducting such an election on November 3,
2026. For clarity, the City Clerk of the City of Newport Beach, not the Orange County Registrar
of Voters, is the election official for the City and bears responsibility for conducting municipal
elections.

As previously communicated, requests for consolidation of a municipal election with a
statewide election are governed by Section 10403 of the Elections Code. Under that statute, a
city requesting consolidation with the November 3, 2026 statewide general election was required
to file its resolution no later than August 7, 2026 (88 days before the election). The County did
not receive a request for consolidation for the three measures that are the subject of the ex parte
application on or before August 7, 2026. The Registrar will continue to follow applicable law
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and established election deadlines, including those governing consolidation requests under
Elections Code section 10403.
Very truly yours,

LEON J. PAGE
COUNTY COUNSEL

By /s/ Mark D. Servino
Mark D. Servino, Senior Assistant

MDS:xc

cc: Lucas V. Grunbaum, Esq. (via e-mail to lucasgrunbaum@paulhastings.com)
Grayson A. Peters, Esq. (via e-mail to graysonpeters@paulhastings.com)
Ken Hartley (via e-mail to kenhartley@paulhastings.com)
William H. Thrke, Esq. (via e-mail to bihrke@rutan.com)
Jennifer J. Farrell, Esq. (via e-mail to jfarrell@rutan.com)
Grace E. Cho, Esq. (via e-mail to gcho@rutan.com)
Martin Koczanowicz, Esq. (via e-mail to mkoczanowicz@awattorneys.com)
Nathaniel Acosta, Esq. (via e-mail to nacosta@awattorneys.com)



